
We have so many reasons to be thankful. God has more than provided and blessed 

us here. 

  

Many know that Pastor Rich had pretty severe back surgery. We are grateful for 

his good recovery, as well as God’s answers to so many prayers, as things at Agora 

have been running smoothly in his extended absence. Thank you for all the prayers 

and support. 

 

Our tenth group of long-term volunteers from Germany arrived this past sum-

mer to serve for a year as lights, spreading the love of Christ in a dark, hopeless 

environment. They do a wonderful job serving our little children as teachers, 

maintenance workers, office staff, friends, and anything else they are needed to be. 

  

This fall we started a partnership with Rosedale Bible College. For one semes-

ter, students serve as interns in their areas of interest (multimedia, mission out-

reach, and infant care); as they prepare for future ministries, we are supported in a 

way that only God could have provided. Thank you Ally, Grace and Alisa for com-

ing in every day to serve alongside our staff and volunteers. 

 

This past summer has been an exciting time at Agora. After many years of faithful-

ly coming into the city every Wednesday evening to provide songs, lessons and 

crafts as well as a good home-cooked meal for our children, we were happy to give 

our friends from the Mennonite churches in Plain City a well-deserved summer 

break.  

We offered the children a series of trips... “Summer at the Park” instead of our 
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regular Wednesday Bible Club program.  We took the kids to different parks in the area, had cookouts, 

played games, did rock climbing, hung out, laughed, and enjoyed beautiful summer evenings together. It 

was a blessing for us as well as for the children, and we are grateful for everyone who came out to help.  

It is exciting to have the Plain City folks back . Their unique contributions will be all the more appreciat-

ed in the future. Join us for a Wednesday Night Bible Club. You won’t regret it. 

 

Another big highlight was our summer program for the school-age children this year. A group of 

teachers created a Storybook Summer that the kids will hopefully never forget. Every two weeks they 

started a new chapter: Mystery, Colonialism, Super Heroes, Summer Camp and Safari were the themes 

for in-class activities and numerous field trips to places near and far. The kids solved mysteries, traced 

back American history, learned what it means to be a super hero in real life, tried out all sorts of camp 

activities, and traveled the world – all of that in one summer.  

It was a great experience. As the summer went on, more kids started coming regularly; some even can-

celed trips to their grandma’s, because they were afraid to miss any fun at the daycare.  

What a privilege it was; we got a chance to love these kids as we love ourselves  

by giving them a summer vacation that every one of us would have loved. 

 

 

 AGORA NEWSLETTER 



The first small group of people who began to gather for prayer on Saturday 

evenings in pursuit of God’s leading in the beginning of a church—later 

known as Agora—was hosted in the home of a friend of mine, Ray.  It did not 

feel very secure, and yet it did somehow.  There were two particularly focused 

themes that dominated our thinking and relationships with one another:  

hearing from the Lord and trusting the Lord in one another.  While we be-

lieved and taught traditional core theology, affirmed by the larger Church, 

these were the dominant emphases that flowed through warp and weave of 

the fabric of this ministry.  We were a small group of people who needed to have God speak and move in 

our lives.  The situation of everyone was desperate.  This was no elective exercise.  Everyone needed 

and wanted the Lord’s words of Life…, His life-changing presence at work in everyday life.  In Ray’s 

life, as was the case in most all those gathering, we were looking for answers for practical huge prob-

lems including financial desperation.  While gainfully employed and making a comfortable paycheck, 

the household spent more than it made, had little regard for Godly principles, and honorable leadership 

in the home was only a dream.  A few years into this unfolding ministry Ray’s life led him a different 

direction to a different community and church.  Last week he was proud to share with me that he is ac-

tively involved in his church, living financially responsible (recently paying cash for his new truck), and 

retired but actively serving the Lord on a daily basis.  He recently shared this with me when offering, 

without being prompted, how important it was for him while here at Agora years ago what it meant to  

live his life hearing from the Lord.   

Today we find ourselves proclaiming the same good news that Jesus saves…, and that includes the sor-

ry messes we create for ourselves.  While we want to thrive with sufficiency in all things, “…filled up, 

pressed down, and spilling over,” this only happens as we live in a dynamic (as opposed to a static, or 

fixed) place in His presence.  We simply want to see the movement grow…, movement that leads all of 

us to hear from the Lord  as we trust the Lord in one another to speak.   

We have many volunteers who came to serve, returned home blessed, and yet find themselves strug-

gling.  Many learn how to hear from the Lord—as Ray did—but struggle with those around them who 

find it difficult to trust the Lord in them.  Do not lose heart or let others diminish the greatness of your 

God.  In today’s world, we need to live out our faith in our God, whose arms are not too short and hands 

too weak to reach into our world to bring light to our darkness.  My God is a big enough God to speak to 

the most stubborn of mountains.  That is a safe and secure place for me.  He is with you.  He is speak-

ing.  And when He tells you to speak to the mountain in faith, do it in His power with humility and 

meekness.  He loves you and wants to do incredible things in your life.  Believe it!  

Pastor Rich 

Dear friends and supporters, 
 

Kids Church 

Currently we have 

180 kids attending 

regularly. 

School Bus 

Our transportation  

circles the world al-

most twice a year—

42,036 miles. 

Child Care 

Agora’s Little Gems 

provides about 

12,000 meals per 

year. 



During this season, especially, we think of 

Nenya Warrick.  For one, the kids used to 

call her the "Apple Lady" because of how 

she kept us well stocked with apples.  The 

kids we pick up for church show up hun-

gry. This always bothered Nenya, as she 

thought there should be some way to pro-

vide a healthy snack for them.  She often 

planned her visit to Agora during the au-

tumn season, so she began to bring ap-

ples.  It's been a year and a half now since 

she's been gone (March 4, 2014) and we 

miss her terribly.  Her personal presence is 

irreplaceable.  We are so thankful for the 

years God gave us with Nenya.  

Facebook.com/ 

Agora-Ministries-

163074887190942 

The Apple Lady 

Stay connected. 

Instagram.com/ 

agora.ministries 

Youtube.com/ 

AgoraMinis-

triesColumbus 

Twitter.com/ 

AgoraChristian 

Agora Ministries 

400 W Broad St.  

Columbus, OH 43215 

(614) 280 1212 

questions@agoraministries.org 

www.agoraministries.org 

Pumpkin Patch 

On a sunny Friday morning in October all of our 2

-5 year-olds and their teachers ventured out on a 

very exciting field trip. As soon as the kids had 

found out we were going to the pumpkin patch, it 

was all they could talk about all week. And they 

sure didn’t lose their enthusiasm once we were 

there.  For most of our kids getting out of the city 

and seeing the countryside is a huge treat. Once 

we arrived, the children’s faces were filled with 

awe, excitement and just plain smiles. The day 

started with a hayride to the corn maze. The corn 

maze led us to the patch where each child was 

able to pick out their very own special pumpkin.  

After that we enjoyed a picnic together.  Lastly, 

we were able to see some fun animals, such as tur-

keys, cows and goats. As the fun came to an end, 

we all hopped on the school bus and road back to 

child care center. Each child was able to bring 

their pumpkin home in the evening.  I don’t know 

who had more fun, the children or the teachers. 

- Rachel Humeniuk  



SUNDAY SERVICES 

Worship at Agora is at 4pm. Come visit and get to 

know us better! 

On Sunday mornings, we would like to join our 

friends and supporters for their services. 

We offer to contribute: 

“moment in mission” sharing 

Teaching/presentation during Sunday school, 

both adult and children settings 

Preaching during worship 

Special music 

If you and your community have an interest in 

what is happening at Agora, Pastor Rich as well 

as our volunteers and staff will be happy to visit 

you where you are at.  

Contact Esther Epp (esthere@agoraministries.org) 

for more details or to schedule a visit. 

SIGN UP FOR E-NEWSLETTERS 

Enter your information under “Contact” 

on our website: 

www.agoraministries.org  

If you want to ADD A NEW ADDRESS  

to our  mailing list, Pastor Rich would 

welcome your call. (614-226-7424) 

BIG GIVE 2015  
Mark your calendar. 

November 16-22, 2015 

AGORA’S  
BIG GIVE 2015 

AMPLIFY YOUR GIVING THROUGH OUR MATCHING FUNDS DRIVE! 

7 DAYS of giving: November 16 to 22 
Go ONLINE to biggive.agoraministries.org   

OR  Send a check in the MAIL to 400 W Broad St, Columbus OH 43215 

Our goal is to raise $80,000 total. 

  

What will your money be used for? 

                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

If everyone gives a little, it can go a long way. 

General Fund giving is almost all used for Direct Services to the children, because of the huge 

contribution of volunteers.  Check on our social media sites for how we provide 3 to 4 meals/snacks to 

children daily—drive 42,036 miles per year making ministry to children accessible, repair volunteer 

housing/church facilities, field trips out of the ghetto for the little ones to places like the zoo. 

Earmark your money for the tuition assistance fund, 100% of money so designated will provide for 

children rejected or overlooked by the government child care system.  

Donor anonymity is regarded even within Agora, and no donor information is ever shared or sold. 

mailto:esthere@agoraministries.org

